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Man Terrorists Drive 



Early in the morning of 
June 30, 1968, police in 
Meridian , Miss., ambushed 
and killed a Klanswoman , 
Kathy Ainsworth } and wound- 
ed Klansmun Thomas Tar- 
rants III white the two ap- 
parently were preparing to 
bomb the home of a Jewish 
businessman *. It was the cli- 
max of a series of 7insolved 
killings and bombings of 
Negroes and Jews in that 
area. This is the final article 
on the case. 

By Jack Nelson 

© 19 TO* Los Angeles Times 

On Saturday night, June 
29, 12 Meridian policemen 
dressed in black waited in 
the darkness for the ter- 
rorists* arrival* Also sta- 
tioned at strategic points 
in the general area — for ob- 
servational purposes, not for 
participating in an arrest or 
gun battle—were eight to 
10 FBI agents* 

About midnight, Tarrants 
and Mrs* Ainsworth picked 
up Raymond Roberts and 
drove by the Meyer David- 
son home for a final check- 
out, then let Roberts out at 
a nightclub so he would 
have an alibi, Roberts, a 
fellow klansman hired as a 
police informer, obviously 
was surprised to see Mrs* 
Ainsworth instead of Joe 
Danny Hawkins, believed by 
the FBI to be a top klan 
"‘hit man.” When Roberts 
was let out at the nightclub, 
he quickly called the police 
at a special telephone in- 
stalled in a house near the 
Davidson home* 

Hawkins apparently de- 
cided against participating 
in the bombing attempt be- 
cause he felt he was under 
close FBI and police sur- 
veillance, and Tarrants de- 
cided to take along Mrs* 
Ainsworth instead. She was 
a woman who many people 
later described as a dedi- 
cated school teacher, well 



liked by students and their 
parents — apparently a 
Jekyll and Hyde personality 
—a teacher by day, a ter- 
rorist by night. 

By the time Roberts no- 
tified the police that a 
woman was in the car, the 
plan was so far in motion, 
Meridian detective L. L* 
Scarbrough said, that the 
decision was made to go 
ahead. At that time, he said, 
neither the police nor the 
FBI knew anything about 
Mrs. Ainsworth's back- 
ground* 

Tarrants drove up and 
parked near the Davidson 
home about 12:55 a*m*, got 
out and walked toward the 
short driveway. With him 
he carried a bomb made of 
29 sticks of dynamite. 

What happened next is a 
matter of dispute between 
the police and Tarrants* Tar^ 
rants claims he was fired 
upon without warning* 

Defectives ; L* A* Wil- 
loughby and Ralph McNair, 
testifying at Tarrants* trial 
in November, 1968, said that 
Tarrants got out of the car, 
a pistol in one hand, the 
bomb in the other, and 
walked to the driveway 
where he put down the 
bomb. They said that an 
order to “halt” was shouted 
and that Tarrants whirled 
and fired twice in their di- 
rection* 

Scarbrough said he shout- 
ed the order to halt, then 
saw “two flashes — he {Tar- 
rants) shot twice” 

Scarbrough,, Willoughby, 
McNair and another officer 
opened fire from am em- 
bankment 35 to Ml feet from 
Tarrants, Scarbrough said 
Tarrants was still holding 
the dynamite, but then 
dropped it on the driveway. 

Although badly wounded, 
Tarrants managed to get 
back to the car. Police said 
Kathy Ainsworth was killed 



when $h@ leaned over fo \ 
open the door for Tarrants 
and a bullet struck her 
spine. 

Tarrants sped off in his 
bullet- riddled car but 
crashed less than a mile i 
away- He jumped from the i 
ear as a pursuing patrol car 
pulled up, according to po- i 
lice, and opened fire with a I 
sub-machine gun, hitting Of- 
ficer Mike Hatcher in the 
heart and ialso seriously 
wounding a sailor who 
stepped out on a porch of a 
nearby house. 

Tarrants then dropped the 
tommy gun and ran behind 
a house, where pursuing of- 
ficers opened up on him at 
close range with shotguns. 

In an interview, Sgt L. D. 
Joyner, who has been given 
community awards and hon- 
ored by the International 
Association of Chiefs of Po- 
lice for playing a leading 
role in springing the trap* 
said that he and three 
other officers chased Tar- 
rants behind the house. Joy- 
ner said they saw Tarrants 
try to climb a fence, hit an 
electrically charged top 
strand and dive into a clump 
of bushes. , 

“We figured he still had 
the machine gun and a hand 
grenade ” Joyner said, “and 
we opened up on him* All 
four of us were firing shot- ! 
guns from about 15 feet : 
away* We had in mind kill' 
ing him, I don't mind telling 
you. We dragged him out of 
the bushes and figured he 
was dead, but the son of a 
gun was still' alive. * 

“We knew we had to stop 
them/ 1 Joyner said of the 
encounter with the Klan 
members. “We knew they 
were planning to bomb 
synagogues with people in 
them* We had no intentions 
of losing the shootout with 
them.” 

Joyner confirmed that the 



Into Ambush— One of Them Is a 



police harassed Klan mem- 
bers, explaining, “We ha- 
rass 'em #11, that’s our job. 

“They’re in constant fear 
we got somebody set up 
now,” Joyner said, “We keep 
7 em scared to death.” 

Joyner was interviewed 
jointly with Officer Hatcher, 
who returned to duty after 
recovering from the bullet 
wound in the heart. Both 
officers agreed that fear of 
police was a factor in the 
decision of Raymond Rob- 
erts and his brother, Alton 
Wayne, to cooperate in ar- 
ranging the trap — for a 
price, 

Hatcher said, “That’s what 
broke the case — fear— not 
the money.” Joyner agreed, 
“He (Raymond Roberts) be* 
lieved we were going to kill 
him,” Joyner said, “We 
helped him believe it. We 
acted like we were going to 
do it” 1 

On July 2, two days after 
the shootout, Scarbrough 
filed a report saying the 
Roberts brothers had con- 
tacted Sam Bowers (imperial 
wizard of the Klan), in Lau- 
rel, Miss., and “Bowers 
stated that he had lost a 
good soldier— Kathy Ains- 
worth. He stated that she 
%vas as good as Tarrants or 
anybody else he had,” (Bow- 
ers, like Alton Roberts, is 
under a 10-year federal 
sentence in the Philadel- 
phia, Miss., lynching case.) 

The Scarbrough report 
noted that the informants 
“were Highly upset” because 
they did not get the $79, €00 
put up by the Jewish com- 
munity as a reward, but be 
added, “I gave them $10, €00 
as we started to leave. 

“Informers are unhappy 
at this point,” the report 
continued, “and stated that 
they will not talk any more 
unless we keep our end of: 
the bargain.- and tor us not 
to contact them again un- 



less we have the money. An 
offer of $150,000 was made 
for testimony— and refused,” 

In an interview Scar- 
brough said that Jewish in- 
terests had pledged to 
make $150,000 available for 
testimony linking Bowers to 
the terrorist attacks. 

The receipt for the July 2 
payment read: “Received 

this date from Luke Scar- 
brough, the sum of $10,000 
for services rendered” It 
was signed, “Al Rosen- 
baugh ” ai pseudonymn used 
by Raymond Roberta, 

On July 10 Scarbrough 
paid out an additional $10,- 
000 — $8,000 to Raymond Rob- 
erts, who signed the receipt 
“Alfred Rosenborg,” and 
$2,000 to the intermediary, 
who signed the receipt 
“James Overlaugh ♦“ 

The FBI and the police 
were still using the Roberts 
brothers as informants at 
this time, but the two were 
becoming increasingly irri- 
tated because they had not 
been given the money they 
claimed they had been 
promised. 

An Aug. 12 memo by Scar- 
brough noted that he per- 
suaded the intermediary to 
talk with the informants in 
an effort to. get them to tes- 
tify in court against Bowers, 
But the memo continued, 
“Upon interviewing inform- 
ers they were very hostile 
because we did not have the 
long promised money for 
them. Informer stated that 
he was going to call the 
Jews and also that if . he 
were Meyer Davidson be 
would get his money and go 
back to Israel 

Scarbrough wrote that it 
was decided each informer 
should be paid $10,000 for 
testimony and “if they were 
not agreeable to this there 
would be no further money 
paid to them,” 

The intermediary also be- 



came upset and on Aug, 27 
Scarbrough wrote that “he 
wanted his money . , . and 
felt that he had been double- 
crossed.” 

Although the intermediary 
never received another pay- 
ment, three Jewish business- 
men from Jackson drove to 
Meridian -and gave the Rob- 
erts brothers $17,000 as a 
final payment, according to 
Scarbrough. 

In November, 1968, Tar- 
rants pleaded innocent fay 
reason of insanity, but a 
Meridian jury found him 
guilty of placing a bomb. 
Sentenced to 30 years, he 
appealed the case to the 
Mississippi Supreme Court 

Several days ago Tarrants, 
who is confined to the state 
prison at Farchman, wrote 
a letter to the Supreme 
Court asking that bis appeal 
be withdrawn and that his 
attorneys, Roy Pitts of Me- 
ridian and Thomas M. Haas 
of Mobile, be dismissed. The 
attorneys told the court that 
the appeal should not be 
withdrawn, that they should 
not be dismissed, and that 
the court should not con- 
sider the request of an “in- 
sane man.” The court has 
the matter under considera- 
tion. 

Meanwhile, Danny Joe 
Hawkins remains free in 
Jackson, but Ms activities 
are under intensive investi- 
gation. 

Since the Meridian Inci- 
dent, Hawkins has been ar- 
rested and tried twice— once 
for bombing a Jackson real 
estate office and once for 
robbing a Memphis bank. 
The Jackson trial resulted 
in an acquittal, the Mem- 
phis trial in a hung jury and 
mistrial 

The Roberto brothers still 
live in Meridian, where they 
sometimes lead an anxious 
life. When Tarrants escaped 
from F archman last July 23, 



Raymond Roberts frantically 
caRed the Meridian police 
for protection. (Tarrants 
was recaptured two days 
later.) Raymond Roberts 
lives in a house surrounded 
by a high cbaimlink fence 
and well = illuminated at 
night by several bright ouL 
side lights. A huge sign on 
th© gat© warns: “Beware of 
dog.” The fence was erected 
about two months after toe 
Meridian incident when 
Roberts began to get nerv- 
ous about his role as an in- 
formant 

The police and the FBI 
had cautioned the Roberts 
brothers cot to immediately 
spend much of the money 
they had been paid (“Hell, 
we preached to the inform- 
ants day and night not to 
do it” Scarbrough said). 
Rut Raymond bought a 
Thunderbdrd and Alton 
bought a Cadillac, which 
made other Klansmen more 
than a little suspicious, 

Tarrants* father, who still 
is trying to prove his son 
was entrapped, has run , 
afoul of the law in Merid- 1 
ian three times since the ; 
bombing attempt 

On July H t 1967, he was 
charged with driving under 
the influence after his can 
was involved in an accident; 
After arresting Tarrants, 
the police went to his hotel 
room, searched it, and went 
through his briefcase. 

In early July, 1969, Sgt. 
Joyner arrested Tarrants at 
Ms motel in Meridian and 
charged him with “disorder- 
ly conduct” In mid- July, 
Tarrants returned to Merid- 
ian to search tor additional 
evidence aiM to stand trial 
on the “disorderly conduct" 
■.charge, : 

The night before the trial 
,• was to bo held* Officer 
Hatcher, who had returned 
to duty after being injured 
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in the gun battle, appeared 
at Tarrant s’ mot hi in plain 
clothes and tried to arrest 
Tarrants. Tarrants resisted 
and was badly injured in a 
struggle with Hatcher and 
several other officers. 

[la an interview. Meridian 
Police Chief Boy Gunn said 
that Tarrants had been 
“mouthing off’ about; the 
police and causing trouble 
and that Hatcher “beat hell 
out of Mm at the f)own- 
towner/*] 

Tarrants, who before his 
Meridian experiences had 
no police record except #o r 
traffic violations, was treat- 
ed at a hospital in Meridian 
then jailed on charges of 
disorderly conduct, disturb- 
ing the peace and resisting 
, arrest. He was released on 
bond, then entered a Mobile 
hospital, where he remained 
for a week recovering from 
injuries suffered in the scuf- 
fle with police. 

City Court Judge Boscoe 
Nettles heard the evidence 
against Tarrants and found 
Mm guilty on all charges. 
He was fined $50 on each 
charge. The verdict was ap- 
pealed to the county Court 
Tarrants 1 attorney in Me- 
ridian, Boy Pitts, said that 
when he went to the City 
Hall to get Tarrants re- 
leased on bond on the 
charges resulting from the 
arrest by Hatcher, Meridian 
Mayor Ai Key, Chief Gunii 
and Sgt Joyner called him 
into the chiefs office for a 
conference, L 

“They were real nice * 
about it,” Pitts recalled, 
“but they urged me to get 
Tarrants to stay out of town 
because he was going out 
causing trouble and threat- 
ening fhe policemen and 
somebody was going to get . 
hurt. I; told them T would 
urge hi&totry to avoid any 
controvert ■ with tho po* 






